
  

 

Locomotive 5T at Bawnboy Road Station with a mixed train on its way from 
Ballinamore to Belturbet on 14th March 1959  
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 Train stopped at Bawnboy Road on its way from Belturbet to 
Ballinamore before the railway closed in 1959 

With a hub at Ballinamore the Cavan and Leitrim Railway served the towns, villages and hamlets 
between Belturbet, Dromod and Drumshanbo with an extension to the coal mines at Arigna. 

Bawnboy Road Station is marked in red above.  
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Train about to leave Bawnboy Road on its way to Ballyconnell and Belturbet in 1959.  
The veranda at the front of the carriage can just be seen 

Violet, No 4, one of the original Cavan and Leitrim locomotives at Dromod in May 1957 
As this was the terminus the locomotives were turned on the turntable which can be seen to the left.  
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Train from Ballinamore stopped at Bawnboy Road Station to load and unload goods at the Black 
Store (Goods shed with the canopy) which can be seen in the background.   

(Photo Michael Davies 1957)  

The Cattle Loading Ramp at Bawnboy Road Station.  This photo looks westwards towards 
Killymorriaty, Killyran, Garadice and Ballinamore..  (Photo Michael Davies March 1959)  
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A Brief History of Bawnboy Road and the Cavan and Leitrim Railway  

The advent of rail changed the 
world.  Ireland was no 
exception. From the 1850s to 
the turn of the century, 
railways, both large and small, 
mushroomed all over the place 
bringing trade, travel and 
employment to even the most 
remote parts. Some of the 
networks were huge and 
complex like The Great 
Northern Railway. Others were 
small. Some just served small specific areas or linked bigger networks. They 
may have been small but were proud and independent nonetheless.  

The Cavan-Leitrim Railway, founded in 1883, was one of these. It served a 
double function, thirty three and three quarter miles long, this narrow gauge 
(3ft) line linked the Midland and Great Western broad gauge station at Dromod 
to the corresponding Great Northern facility at Belturbet. The narrow gauge 
also serviced the local communities between those towns. The construction of 
the Cavan and Leitrim Railway 
began in June 1885 and finished in 
July 1887. Two track lying gangs 
commenced work at Belturbet and 
Dromod respectively and met at 
Killyran Bridge in 1887 on schedule. 

Thus began a chequered history. For 
the first twenty years or so things 
went fairly smoothly. Passenger 
traffic, both regular and in the 
excursion sector, ran well. Light 
freight including tea, sugar, alcohol, 
cloth was big business being 
delivered to local stations like 
Bawnboy Road station and collected 
by merchants from the surrounding 
districts. Heavy freight consisted 
mainly of cattle.. 

Huge fairs like the ‘Monaghan Fair’ 
at Mohill and the twice-yearly fair at 
Ballymagovern were the mainstay of 
the narrow gauge. Bawnboy Road in 
particular, benefited from the 
Ballymagovern Fair as northern 
buyers were able to move stock 
readily via the local station and the 
G.N.R. 

Locomotive No 1 Isabel on the turntable at Belturbet in 1923. 
Robert H. Johnstone of  Bawnboy House was the longest serving director of the Cavan 
and Leitrim Railway, serving on the board from 1884 until the amalgamation with the 
G.S.R. which became Córas Iompair Éireann, CIÉ, in 1925  This engine, No 1 was 
named after his daughter, Isabel. The other engines except No 8 (Queen Victoria)  
were also named after directors’ daughters. It is interesting that between 1887 and 
1925 Isabel had worked well over half a million miles between Dromod, Arigna and 
Belturbet! 

Incorporated 3rd December 
1883 

Opened 24th October  
1887 

Absorbed  
by G S R 

1st January  
1925 

Closed 31st March  
1959 

The station sign 

Above: Bawnboy Road Station with wagons waiting outside the Black Store . 
(Photo Michael Davies 1957)  
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In 1920 an extension was opened to 
the coalfield at Derreeenavogy and 
Aughabehy from Arigna, which 
greatly enhanced the local railway. 
Coal was shipped to the main lines 
heading for Limerick and the cement 
works at Drogheda. The one 
logistical problem here was, that 
when the coal arrived at Dromod and 
Belturbet via the narrow gauge line, 
it had to be shovelled manually from 
the Cavan and Leitrim wagons to the 
wagons on the broad gauge lines. 
However the job was done, 
unpleasant though it was. 

It was fortuitous that the Arigna line 
opened when it did. In 1922, the 
C&L suffered a considerable dent in 
its trading, with the imposition of 
partition. Bawnboy Road was hit 
particularly hard as the border 
eventually cut off cattle trade from 
Ballymagovern Fair to Northern 
Ireland. 

The increasing use of lorries also began to make 
inroads into the railroad’s previously 
unchallenged domain. Railways, in general, 
were in a slow but steady decline. 

In 1924, the new Free State Government 
introduced a Railways Act in an attempt to 
rationalise and protect the railway sector. All 
railways were merged into a huge State run company called Great Southern Railways. The once independent Cavan 
Leitrim Railway was no more. It was reduced to a subsidiary role as part of the G.S.R. 

During the thirties the line maintained a precarious existence but managed to survive. The war years led to a 
temporary respite and a mini-boom for the narrow gauge. Coal was proving to be a lifeline. In 1945, a new State 
transport company incorporating both road and rail transport was set up, replacing the G.S.R.. A period of cutbacks 
in the rail service followed but still the narrow gauge held out. By the fifties it was virtually dependent on the coal 
traffic to Irish Cement at Drogheda. However, by 1956, this was no longer viable. It succumbed on March 31st 1959 
when it finally closed. It was followed three years later by the closure of the southern section of the old G.N.R. For 
many people in Cavan and Leitrim things came to the end of the line in more ways than one. 

Events and Incidents relating to Bawnboy Road 

1885-7 Work Commenced on the building of the Station 
in 1885 and was finished in 1887. 

1887 It was suggested that the new engines be named after 
the Directors’ daughters. Local history of a kind was made 
when the first mainline engine, engine No. 1, was named 
after a local lady. It was named Isabel after the daughter of 
R.H. Johnstone of Bawnboy. 
Also in 1887, the subject of names gave rise to a problem. 
This time it was regarding what the building at Cloneary 
should be called. It was decided that it would be called 
Templeport with the words “For Bawnboy and Swanlinbar” 
written underneath in smaller letters. A suggestion from the 
local Bawnboy Union suggested that it should be called 
“Bawnboy Road”.  

King Edward photographed at Ballinamore.  ‘The King’ as 
she was known had to run backwards as she was inclined to 
spread the rails.  She arrived in 1904, was seldom used and 
was effectively retired in 1907, only being used for 
emergency needs after that.  

The ‘Sinn Fein’ Engine No3 ‘Lady Edith’  
in the Irish National Colours of Green, White and 
Orange heads the midday train in to Belturbet in 
1930 The unofficial livery dates from about 1917. This locomotive is now in America 
having been shipped to New Jersey in 1960  (Picture from the Patrick Flanagan 
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However, it was too late to alter the nameplate and the station opened as “Templeport”. It was not changed to 
“Bawnboy Road and Templeport” until the 1930’s when it became known as “Bawnboy Road”.  

In 1892 an engine driver, Thomas Barber overran the signals at Bawnboy Road. For this negligence he was fined £5. 
Considering that the average weekly wage for a driver was 18 shillings the fine, which amounted to over a month’s 
pay, seems unduly harsh. Poor Barber was unable to pay the fine and resigned his post with the Railway. 

1900-18 Excursions and day trips were a feature of the railway in earlier years. James Duffy of Templeport 
House ran a coach service from the station to the spa wells in Swanlinbar. He drove a two-horse wagonette on these 
trips. This service lasted roughly from 1900 to 1917/18. 

A lot of excursions involved pilgrimages to the various shrines, in particular, local holy wells. Another event that 
some might regard as a pilgrimage was the 12th of July. Many local Orangemen would have used Bawnboy Road and 
other local halts as departure points for various demonstrations. The same would be true of the A.O.H. (Ancient 
Order of Hibernians), which was fairly strong in the locality at the turn of the century. 

As stated earlier, fairs played a large part in the life of the railway. There were some big fairs like Drumshanbo and 
Mohill’s “Monaghan Fair”. However, the local twice-yearly fair at Ballymagovern could compete with any. These 
fairs were held on the 23rd of May and the 23rd of November. Bawnboy Road used to transport livestock bought at 
Ballymagovern to the north. In it’s heyday, a hundred wagon loads were loaded at each of the fairs. The loading was 
hampered by the shortness of the load bank beside the goods shed. It only facilitated the loading of two wagons at a 
time. The wagons could hold ten adult cattle. Partition virtually wiped out the trade.  

The first engines brought in by the GSR to assist the original eight were four Passage engines from Cork in 1934. 
The outbreak of the Second World War radically altered the complexion of things. Suddenly, Arigna’s reserves of 
rather inferior coal became a national asset. Traffic flourished afresh, in 1941 two Tralee and Dingle engines were 
brought in to assist in handling heavy coal trains. Two more came in the early 1950s. During the next few years four 
more locomotives were brought in from other closed narrow gauge railways to help with the coal traffic.  

1957 In July 1957 a spring broke on the engine on the 
track at Bawnboy Road, This mishap occurred roughly 
in the area of where the new hall is now located. Another 
engine with heavy lifting gear had to be called to raise 
the crippled engine and repair the spring. The incident 
would have caused a degree of curiosity and interest to 
the locals. 

Traffic began to dwindle again by 1955, but thoughts of 
closure were put aside when a new coal boom arose to 
add a few more years of life. By 1959 however, an 
annual loss of £40,000, increasing road competition, and 
general acceptance that the C&L section lacked modern 
handling facilities combined to force CIE’s hand.  

1959 On March 31st, 1959 the railway closed. It is 
interesting to note that Mrs. Teresa O’Reilly, Lisanover, 
who died in 1966 saw both the first and last trains run on 
the narrow gauge.  

Conclusion 

The railway might have been dwarfed by great railways 
in other parts of the world, nonetheless, it demonstrated 
the ingenuity and pride in their work that railway 
engineers and construction workers have in common all 
over the globe. 

One only has to look at the buildings in Cloneary to see 
this. There were many other features long since gone. 
Sturdy riveted iron gates, gateposts and water tanks, 
beautiful stone bridges and indeed the old iron bridge at 
Ballyconnell bore testament to their skills, The fact that 
the track ran through large tracts of marshland and today 
remains as solid as the first day is another example of 
what these men could do. 

A de-railment at Bawnboy in June 1957 caused by a broken 
spring. Looked at by F. Mc Kernian & J. P. Brady 

(Photo: Anglo Celt) 

From left: A Railway enthusiast from New Zealand, engine 
diver Benny McGuiness and Nigel at Bawnboy Rd.  

(Screen grab from 16mm film shot by A.O.R. March 1959) 
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The railway played a large part in the local peoples lives. It 
was a focal point where people met. It was also at times a 
place of sadness, when many young people had to leave as 
emigrants, some never to return. It may have had its ups and 
downs but the generation who remember it regret it’s 
passing. 

However, all was not lost at Bawnboy Road with its closure; 
we are indebted to the Committee who procured the old 
building for the local community. It served us well and we 
can only hope that the new building will be of even greater 
benefit to future generations.  

Unique Signal  
In 1891 Bawnboy, had no signals at all. It was suggested 
that two should be bought cheaply from the GNR or 
MGWR and, later, the place was well signalled, including a 
real oddity in its down starting signal. This was basically a 
disc on a long rod about four feet from the ground, having a 
horizontal signal arm fixed just below the lamp. When 
‘off’, the arm was not visible to the driver, as it had swung 
through 90 degrees.  
The unique signal at Bawnboy Road and Templeport 
Station which  swivelled about the vertical axis rather than 
up and down as all other railway signals move 
It was interlocked with the station gates. 
The man beside it is Bawnboy Station Master Hugh 
McPartland who on more than one occasion won the prize 
for the best kept railway station garden.  

5T hauling a train from Belturbet to Ballinamore.  
One of the coal wagons can be seen left foreground. (MD) 

Bawnboy Road Station on 29th May 1952 
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On the following pages are two from 
the Anglo Celt of 28th March 1959 

Above: An early photo taken at 
Ballinamore The station buildings are on 
the left just visible behind the signal post. 
In the background behind the locomotive 
were the engineering workshops.  This 
photo must have been taken before 1900 
because the funnels were changed in the 
early part of the previous decade.   
The bridge was used more often by 
photographers than by passengers!   

Left: Inside the locomotive engineering 
workshop.   

Left:  One of the clerestory carriages often 
called the Indian carriages because of 
their verandas similar to those on Indian 
railways  
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© T.D.A.    NR/2 
11th April 2018    

www. templeport. ie 
www.facebook.com/TempleportDA 

Probably the Earliest photograph ever taken at Bawnboy Road Station 
Note the Stovepipe Chimney.  

These were all changed to the later Top Hat design during the early 1890s 

Our thanks are due to all contributors to this booklet.  We would particularly 
like to thank: The Anglo Celt, Angela Rofé, Anthony Burgess, Chris Maguire, 
David Soggie, H.C.Casserly, Jim Logue, John Kennedy, Michael Davies, 
Michael Kennedy, Norman Johnston, Oliver Brady, Patrick Flanagan, Phil Hunt 
and Tom Ferris.   

© NR 
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