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Introduction
The aim of this Conservation and Management Plan is to fully understand the heritage of St
Mogue’s Island, to identify issues which could impact on its significance and to recommend
mitigating actions to address those issues. As a working tool, the plan is intended to guide
those voluntary custodians who are engaged in maintaining the historic burial ground.
The Templeport Development Association is an active local committee for St Mogue’s
Island, which is eager to protect, conserve and promote this important ancient site.
Committee members have played a key role in the production of this advisory report, having
provided assistance and information to the authors. The working group have helped to
identify issues at the site and have expressed their hopes and plans for the future of St
Mogue’s Island.
The island burial ground and former monastic settlement was chosen as one of six sites to
be the subject of Conservation and Management Plans. The sites were selected following an
initial survey of 46 graveyards in County Cavan undertaken in 2011 by the authors on behalf
of Cavan County Council.
The Conservation and Management Plan for St Mogue’s Island has been produced by the
consultancy Architectural Recording and Research (AR&R) as an action of Cavan County
Heritage Plan 2006-2011. The project partners are Cavan County Council, Cavan County
Heritage Forum and The Heritage Council.

Sinéad Hughes
2013
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Executive Summary
St Mogue’s Island on Templeport Lough is a site of archaeological, historical, social and
cultural significance and a place of natural beauty. The burial ground has remained an
important focal point for the local community for centuries. For generations, local people
have brought the remains of their loved ones for burial to the island graveyard by boat. This
long-standing tradition has continued because the site is venerated by the community due
of its association with St Mogue, the local patron saint.
St Mogue (also known as St Aidan) is said to have been born on the island in the sixth
century. In addition to establishing ecclesiastical centres at Drumlane, Rossinver and Ferns,
St Mogue developed a monastic settlement on his home island, which would remain an
important centre of spirituality and learning during the medieval period.
Today, the visible archaeological remains include a ruinous church that is believed to have
been built in the 18th century, a number of inscribed gravemarkers and miscellaneous stone
artefacts including architectural stone fragments and quern stones. The island’s aboveground archaeology appears to have been impacted upon by a large-scale community clean
up that was undertaken in 1938. Because the burial ground had become very overgrown,
dangerous and quite inaccessible, a community group travelled to the island to clear the
site. Although well intended, most of the uninscribed burial stones were removed from their
original positions. It is likely that the mounds of rubble stone which are banked up against
the church and situated along the island’s periphery contain much of the former burial
markers, church fabric and further stone artefacts.
St Mogue’s Island is well maintained by the local community and members of the
Templeport Development Association. The association is keen to conserve, maintain and
promote the island as a destination for cultural and genealogical tourists. Their excellent
website, www.templeport.ie, and book entitled ‘Templeport’ provide a wealth of
information on the site’s rich heritage and history.
St Mogue’s Island offers a unique tourism experience. This advisory report recommends
that a network or tourist trail of similar or related sites be established to raise awareness
and promote the island as a worthwhile visitors’ destination.
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History of the Site
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1.1 Historical Background to St Mogue’s Island
Stories about St Mogue’s Island have been taken from a publication entitled ‘Templeport’, which was
published by Templeport Development Association. The book was produced in 2011 to commemorate
the building of a new boathouse and to raise funds to develop the island as a place of religious,
cultural and tourism interest.
The Story of St Mogue
The unusual name of Mogue is derived from the Irish, Mo Aedh Óg or Madoc, meaning ‘my young
Aedh or Aidan’. St Aidan or Mogue is reputed to have been born on Inis Breachmhaigh, as the island
was originally known, in the year AD555. His life story, like those of other notable early Christian
saints, is shrouded in mystery and has become folkloric due to centuries of retelling.
Tradition recounts that St Killian foretold the birth of a saintly man on the island on Templeport
Lough. On hearing of an infant’s arrival to a tribal chieftain known as Setna and his wife Eithne, St
Killian travelled to baptise the newborn. When it was time for the child to receive the Sacrament of
Baptism, no boat was available to take him across to the mainland. It is said that St Killian then
ordered that the infant be placed on a flat stone which would carry him safely across the water. The
flat stone, which should have immediately sunk to the lake bed, miraculously floated across to the
other shore.
The story continues that for some time afterwards, people traversed the lake using the same stone
until it is said that when two lovers behaved inappropriately whilst aboard the floating stone, it
cracked in two, commending the doomed pair to the depths of the lake. One part of the broken
stone is believed to have been carved into a Holy Water font, now housed in St Mogue’s Church,
Bawnboy.
St Mogue studied under St Killian and founded monasteries on his home Island of Breachmhaigh, at
Drumlane in County Cavan and Rossinver in County Leitrim. He subsequently travelled to Wales to
study under Saint David and to work as a missionary before returning to set up the monastery at
Ferns in County Wexford, where he was elected as bishop in 589AD. He later founded a monastic
settlement in Ardmore, County Waterford prior to returning to Rossinver, where he stayed until he
died in 632AD. The date of his passing, which was on the 31st of January, is celebrated annually in
Templeport and the surrounding area, where he is the patron saint.
The Monastic Settlement
Documentary sources record that St Mogue’s Island was a seat of learning for centuries during the
medieval period. In the 9th century, during a period when the island was under threat of Viking
attack, an inscribed manuscript was removed from the island for safe keeping. The Irish translation
of the Greek Priscian Grammar made its way to an abbey in the Swiss town of Gallen, where it
remains today.

6

Conservation and Management Plan
St Mogue’s Island
2013

The Inis Maddóc manuscript is believed to have been inscribed on St Mogue’s Island by at least three
monastic scribes. In addition to the formal text, annotated verses and comments written in the
margins reveal something about the day-to-day lives of the monks on the island.
The Ruined Church
The medieval buildings and features of the island’s monastic settlement are no longer extant above
ground. Although quern stone fragments, dating from the 15th century, are dotted around the island
and provide an insight into domestic life in previous centuries.
In a paper published in the Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland in 1948, Oliver Davis
records that the ruined stone building seen on the island today was reconstructed in the 18th
century. Without archaeological investigation it is difficult to date the surviving ruin, however
documentary evidence including the cartographic record of historical maps tells us that there has
been a church building on the island for centuries. A church building is depicted on both the Baronial
Map of 1605 and The Down Survey of 1656-8.
By the 1830s, at which time the Ordnance Survey published their first OS map for the area, the
stone-built structure lay in ruins. Printed below, the OS map in question depicts the island at the
centre of the lake and shows the footprint of the church, which is described as a ruin, and the
adjacent graveyard.

First Edition Ordnance Survey Map
Sheet 36, 1:10,560 (enlarged)
Surveyed and Published 1836
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Ordnance Survey Map
Sheet 36, 1:10,560 (enlarged)
Surveyed 1909 and Published 1912

Sacred Clay
The ruined church lying at the heart of the island is a focal point and is of spiritual significance for
those of the locality. Its mortar is said to have talismanic powers and there is a long-held tradition of
visitors to the site taking some of that lime mortar away with them. According to members of the
Templeport Development Association, the mortar is said to prevent both house fires and accidental
drowning.
It has been documented that a passenger of the Titanic survived the tragic sinking because she
carried some of St Mogue’s clay, which had been given to her by her mother. Ms. Mary McGovern
was rescued by the Carpathia and completed her passage to the United States. Following her return
to Ireland in 1920, she was married and lived in Tullytrasna, Corlough until her death in 1957.
The Clean-up of 1938
Because of its isolated nature, St Mogue’s Island has always been difficult to access and maintain. By
the early 20th century the island had become overgrown with trees. In 1901, an unsigned
correspondent wrote to the Anglo-Celt to raise awareness of the island’s neglected state. He
accounted that ‘it is nearly impossible to carry a coffin to the allotted spot, owing to the holes caused
by rats and the ground strewn with portions of old coffins.’ The writer went on to suggest that a man
be employed for a day a month to maintain the island and that a proper landing quay be erected so
that visitors would not have to wade through the water having disembarked from the cot. A further
letter to the paper noted that the island was ‘overgrown with underwood and briars. Persons now
going to the graveyard now are at once struck by the desolate, uncared for and forlorn appearance
of the ground – it is almost impossible to walk through the place, and persons carrying in a coffin are
in danger of tumbling at every step, over a boulder, a tree-trunk or other obstacle with which the
8
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place is studded. The oldest families of the district inter here, and in no place but Ireland would such
a spot be allowed to remain a wilderness.’
The Board of Health took responsibility for the maintenance of the island and employed a man to act
as boatman and caretaker. The island’s condition and access issues however remained problematic
and in 1930, the Board of Health considered the closure of the burial ground. However, under
pressure from a dismayed local community, the Board backed down and St Mogue’s remained open.
1n 1938, the local curate named Fr Larry Corr encouraged a group of 200 volunteers to cross to
island and undertake a large-scale clean up. It is recorded that during the works, approximately 40
tonnes of stone was removed from the island’s centre and that bushes, undergrowth and trees were
cleared. Whilst this work was carried out with the best of intentions, it resulted in the loss of
archaeology including numerous historic burial makers and building fabric from both the church and
an apparent boundary wall.
It is said that during the clear up stone was removed from the island. However, some if not all of it
may have been simply repositioned on the island itself. Today, large mounds of moss-covered rubble
are banked up against the outer faces of the remaining north and south elevations and the eastern
gable. Linear mounds, resembling low walls can be seen along the shoreline encircling the island.
These mounds appear to be rubble heaps rather than the remains of a formal boundary wall,
although an archaeological investigation would reveal their true nature.
In addition to the extant church fabric and headstones, a number of miscellaneous stone fragments
are seen on St Mogue’s. Approximately seven pieces of rotary quern were noted by the author of
this report during her site visit. According to Oliver Davis entry in the Journal of Royal Society of
Antiquaries in Ireland, these stones date from the 15th century. The presence of the quern stone
fragments is material evidence that the island was once a vibrant settlement with permanent
inhabitants.
The Island in Modern Times
As an early Christian monastic settlement, a seat of learning and sacred burial ground, St Mogue’s
Island has been considered to be a place of spiritual significance for nearly 1500 years. Although the
Ordnance Survey maps indicate that the church structure has been a ruin for at least two centuries,
the burial ground has continued to serve the local community. The graveyard, which is officially
under the care of Cavan County Council, is closed to new burials, however local families with existing
plots continue to inter their loved ones on the island to this day. Given the longevity of the island
graveyard, it has been estimated that St Mogue’s Island may contain hundreds if not more than a
thousand burials.
Each August, members of the local community cross the lake to St Mogue’s Island. During the annual
visit, the graves are blessed and visitors gather to say prayers. To this day, the area’s Patron Saint
Mogue is honoured each year on his feast day which falls on the 31st January. The tradition of
observing this day has continued within the locality for centuries.
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Section 2
Understanding the Site
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2.2 Core Data
Cavan County Council Index Number:

BG13001

Barony:

Tullyhaw

Townland:

Port (Ed. Bawnboy)

Roman Catholic Parish:

Kildallan

Denomination of Graveyard:

Roman Catholic

Roman Catholic Parish:

Kilmore

Church of Ireland Parish:

Kilmore

Cavan County Council Engineering Area: Belturbet
RMP Number:

CV013-049001- Church
CV013-049002- Graveyard

RPS Number:

None

Current Status:

Closed

Owner:

Bernard Reilly is the registered owner

Current Dedication:

St Mogue (alternatively known as St Aidan)

Register of Burials:

None

Caretaker:

No

Committee:

Templeport Development Association

2.3 Ownership
Mr Bernard Reilly is the registered owner of the island burial ground according to the Land Registry.
However, St Mogue’s Island is under the care of Cavan County Council.
The Public Health Act (Ireland) 1878 provides for the provision, maintenance and control of burial
grounds. The provision of burial grounds became the responsibility of the Burial Boards in 1856. The
Burial Boards were sub-committees of the Board of Guardians of the Poor Law Unions. In 1889 this
function was carried out on behalf of the local authority by the Rural District Councils and then from
about 1923 by the various Boards of Health and Public Assistance. The boards of health and public
assistance were bodies, which took over some of the functions of the abolished boards of guardians
and rural district councils. The boards of health and public assistance were in turn abolished under
the County Management Act, 1940 and from the early 1940s burial grounds became the direct
responsibility County Councils.
A survey in 2011 identified 46 burial grounds in the ownership of Cavan County Council. Many of
these are historic graveyards, including St Mogue’s Island and are vested in Cavan County Council.
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2.4 Description of St Mogue’s Island
St Mogue’s Island is situated on Templeport Lough and lies within the townland of Port near to the
town of Bawnboy, County Cavan. Access to the island graveyard is via a small boat that launches
from the boathouse and slip on the northern shore of Templeport Lough. A modern steel, timber
and concrete jetty provides a safe landing place on the north side of the St Mogue’s Island. Directly
to the northeast of the jetty is a small crannóg that was the crash-landing site of a WW2 Beaufighter
JL710 plane in 1943.
Mature broad-leafed trees including beech line the island’s shoreline. The island is recorded as
having been cleared of dense vegetation and trees that covered the island during a major clean up in
1938. During works, it is said that approximately 40 tonnes of stone, which were trip hazards, are
said to have been cleared. It is possible that these stones included burial markers and rubble from
the ruinous building and possible boundary walls. Today banks of moss-covered rubble are mounded
against the outer walls of the church building and along the island’s shoreline.
A ruin of a rectangular church is located at the centre of the island. This stone church, built on a NESW axis, has the external dimensions of 16m x 7m. The south-west corner and west gable are best
preserved and survive to a height of approximately 6m. The sill level of a wide window opening is
seen at the top of the western wall. Put logs are situated on the external faces of the north and west
walls. A breech in the northern side elevation allows access to the interior of the nave. The east end
of the north elevation, the east gable and the south elevation have collapsed and survive to a height
of approximately 1m. Rubble from these elevations is banked up against the outer faces of the
collapsed walls and is covered in mosses and plant life. Toward the western end of the church, there
is a low linear mound of rubble stone. It is unclear if this is the remains of a structural wall or if it is
simply a pile of rubble. The feature is moss covered. An earthen pot has been inserted amongst this
stonework with the purpose of holding earth which visitors may take away.
The church is surrounded by burial plots with gravemarkers. There are various 18th, 19th and 20thcentury east-facing gravemarkers. However given the longevity of the site, there seems to be
relatively few historic headstones. Some of the more modern 20th-century plots are enclosed by
kerbstones. The earliest inscribed gravemarker noted during this survey bears the date 1792.
A notable inscribed gravemarker is situated to the north of the church. The slender upright
gravestone commemorates a Patrick Baxter d.1795 and family members. The text is crudely
inscribed. The stone has been re-erected with a concrete backing.
A series of rotary querns and fragments were noted on the site. Two rotary querns are currently
located on top of the collapsed northern elevation of the church. A further segment of quern stone
is located on the ground near to the jetty. Oliver Davis (Davis, 1948) suggests a date of late 15th/early
16th century for them.
Two fragments of carved architectural stone were noted lying within the nave of the ruined church.
These were probably parts of a decorative window surround. The moulding includes bullnose detail
with a fillet moulding to a corner of one of the stones.
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Figure 1: View of St Mogue’s Island from the northern shore of Templeport Lake. Red arrow indicates island’s position

Figure 2: View of the jetty at the northern side of St Mogue’s Island with adjacent crannóg in background

Figure 3: View of the island graveyard with a tree line along the shore
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Figure 4: Looking southward towards the remains of the ruined church

Figure 5: Southern side of the island

Figure 6: Remains of southern side elevation of church
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2.5 Significance
The island is a quiet and tranquil place which is accessible only by boat from the northern shore of
the lake. It is a natural wildlife habitat and home to numerous species of flora and fauna. Unlike
other cemeteries, the isolated island setting gives the site a special character. Infrequent visits by
human means that biodiversity can flourish relatively undisturbed.
For centuries, local Roman Catholic families have brought the remains of deceased loved ones by
boat for burial on St Mogue’s Island. The tradition has survived to this day because the tranquil
island graveyard is considered to be a sacred place. The island is venerated because of its association
with a 6th-century saint named Mo Aodh óg (Mogue) or Aidan. The saint founded a monastic
settlement on the island which was his birthplace.
St Mogue’s island was a centre of learning during the medieval period. The Swiss town of Gallen is
now home to a 9th-century manuscript which is believed to have been inscribed by monks on the
island.
St Mogue‘s Day is observed each 31st January by the descendents of those buried on the island. An
annual Mass is celebrated in August and attracts many visitors from the local area. During the annual
visit, the island’s graves are blessed. In preparation for this community event, the community
gathers together to clear excess vegetation from the site.
It is believed by many that the site is hallowed. Indeed, there is a tradition which continues to this
day of visitors taking away a sample of the church’s mortar as a keepsake. The mortar is said to be a
talisman which will protect people from an outbreak of fire or accidental drowning. A memoir of a
local woman, Ms. Mary McGovern, who was rescued by the Carpathia in April 1912 following the
sinking of the Titanic, reveals that she carried soil from Saint Mogue’s in the lining of her clothes.
The documented history and folklore of the island is complemented by the archaeological remains.
The graveyard and ruinous stone-built church structure are protected by means of the National
Monuments Acts, 1930-2004. In addition, the island houses a number of stone querns and carved
architectural stones that are of historical and cultural interest.
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3.1 Issues Affecting St Mogue’s Island and Recommended Policies
The following issues were identified during a meeting on the island between the author and
committee members from the Templeport Development Association that took place on 12th January
2013. During discussions, the committee members raised a series of issues that concern the future of
the burial ground. These concerns are documented below.
1. Preservation of the Church Fabric
The ruined church lies at the heart of the island and is a focal point for visitors. Overall, the extant
elevations are stable, however open joints and structural cracks have been noted. As outlined in the
conservation section of this advisory document, these should be re-pointed with an appropriately
specified lime-based mortar to prevent water from penetrating into the cores of the walls. In
addition to stonework repairs, invasive plants such as ivy should be removed carefully from the
building’s elevations.
An area of concern which has caused damage to the structural remains of the church is the tradition
of removing mortar from the joints. The mortar or clay is believed to be a talisman which can
prevent the outbreak of fire or accidental drowning. In recent times, visitors are said to have scraped
out some of the mortar from the joints to take away. This has resulted in the loss of mortar from the
church walls which could impact on the structural integrity of the built fabric.
In acknowledgment of this traditional practice, the custodians placed a clay-filled earthen pot within
the nave so that visitors can safely take away St Mogue’s Clay without causing further damage to the
church building. In addition, localised mortar repairs have been carried out to the open joints that
had been affected.

Figure 7: An earthen pot holding St Mogue’s Clay to be taken away by visitors

Policy
The installation of an earthen pot from which visitors may take a sample of the island’s clay is an
excellent idea, and has stopped damaging practice of the church’s mortar being scraped out. The
18
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custodians should ensure that the pot remains filled and that visitors are made aware of the
potential damage that the removal of mortar from the ruin itself causes.
2. Modern Gravemarkers within the Historical Burial Ground
St Mogue’s is an historic graveyard with a unique character. Although the island is closed to new
burials, local families with existing plots are permitted to inter their love ones with in the graveyard.
It is now accepted as best practice that any new headstones within such sensitive historic sites be as
unobtrusive as possible. In order to preserve the sensitive historical character of the ancient burial
ground, it is important that new gravemarkers make a positive visual contribution. It is advised that
any new grave plots be marked by means of a plain and simply designed headstone and covered
only with grass.
The modern practice of marking burial plots with kerbstones and chippings or stones should be
avoided from this point forward as it changes the visual character of historical burial grounds.
Kerbed grave plots are also more difficult to maintain as, over time, weeds tend to colonise the
chippings or pebbles. It is advised that once the grave has settled, grass be sown over.

Figure 8: View of modern gravemarkers with kerbstones enclosing the plot

Policy
Those with the right to inter the remains of their loved ones on St Mogue’s island should be
informed that the erection of a simple headstone without kerbstones or chippings would be more
appropriate for an historic graveyard of this nature. This is an extremely sensitive matter that should
be dealt with in a manner which will not cause offence.
The custodians could consider organising a public lecture on the site’s archaeology, history, folklore
and conservation of St Mogue’s during which this issue could be introduced to the wider community.
Relevant parties including local clergy and stonemasons could be also advised on the same.
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3. Fires
An area of concern for the custodians is that in recent years a group of visiting anglers lit a campfire
which they subsequently left unattended. As a sacred place and a site of archaeological significance,
the lighting of fires is to be avoided.
Policy
To ensure that all visitors including tourists and anglers are aware that the burning of fires on the
island is not permitted, suitable signage should be erected at the boathouse on the northern shore
of the lake.
4. Boat and Footwear
Committee members have expressed concern about inappropriate footwear worn by the island’s
visitors aboard the boat. High-heeled footwear has the potential to damage the boat which carries
visitors and funeral-goers to and from the island. Whilst it is a difficult subject approach, as it is not
the desire of anyone to cause offence, it is important that visitors coming to the island wear suitable
footwear.
Policy
It is advised that the Templeport Development Association request that local clergy inform any
potential funeral goers prior to attending a burial on the island.
5. Promotion of St Mogue’s Island as a Tourist Destination
It is understood from the website of the Templeport Development Association and the book
‘Templeport’ that is the desire of the local community to raise awareness and promote the site as a
visitors’ destination.
Policy
It is recommended that contact be made with local heritage committees within Cavan to form a
network of similar or related sites. The creation of a heritage trail could result in the attraction of
cultural and genealogical tourism from Ireland and abroad.
In addition, contact should be made with the National Monuments Service to request that the island
burial ground be included as a Monument of the Month on the website, www.archaeology.ie.
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Section 1
Conservation and Maintenance
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All works carried out should be guided by the Heritage Council’s publication ‘Guidance for the Care,
Conservation and Recording of Historic Graveyards’ (2011). A copy of this publication was provided
to Templeport Development Association.

4.1 Condition Assessment of the Church
The church building on St Mogue’s Island is constructed of random rubble laid in irregular courses
with a bedding mortar of lime and sand. Much of the original mortar and protective render layers
have weathered away, and there has also been significant loss of mortar from stone joints. This
stone church, built on a NE-SW axis, has the external dimensions of 16m x 7m. The south-west
corner and west gable are best preserved and survive to a height of approximately 6m. A breech in
the northern side elevation allows access to the interior of the nave. The east end of the north
elevation, the east gable and the south elevation have collapsed and survive to a height of
approximately 1m. Rubble from these elevations is banked up against the outer faces of the
collapsed walls and is covered in mosses and plant life. A structural crack can be seen running
vertically on the external face of the southern side elevation.
The local custom of removing mortar as a keepsake or talisman has caused damaged to the remains
of the church. In recent years re-pointing with appropriate lime mortar has been carried out to
affected areas including the inner face of the northern side elevation. An earthen pot has been
inserted amongst this stonework with the purpose of holding earth which visitors may take away.
There has been a build up of lichens, mosses and biological growth to the surface of stones, and
growth of flora to stone joints. Surface plant life is not destructive to the stonework however the
growth of species such as ivy is more invasive. Ivy has colonised the ruin at the northwest corner.
The lower parts of the vines have been cut by means of machete. However new vines can be seen
creeping up the wall and will require removal.
Along the north and south side elevations and the remains of the eastern gable, rubble stone has
been banked up. It is unclear if this rubble is the just church fabric or a combination of collapsed
stonework and stone that was cleared from the interior of the island. The rubble banks do not
impact on the structure of the church and do not need to be removed.

4.2 Conservation Recommendations for the Church
It is not the intention of conservation works to improve upon or change the character of the church
building. It is accepted that this building is a ruin and that works will not attempt to restore it to a
former state. Conservation is simply intended to stabilise a potentially dangerous structure and to
halt the rate of deterioration. Under the internationally accepted conservation principles, repair
works should be kept to a minimum and only carried out where absolutely necessary to preserve the
stability and integrity of the ruin.
The church, which lies at the heart of the graveyard, has been in a ruinous state for at least two
centuries, as indicated by the first edition Ordnance Survey Maps, published in 1836. The church is
22
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best preserved at its western end with sections of the western gable and north and south side
elevations standing. The western gable reaches an extraordinary height of six metres.
The goal of conservation will be to remove damaging flora such as ivy, defective lime mortar and to
re-point open joints and cracks with a correctly specified lime and sand mortar. Particular attention
will be paid to the most vulnerable areas such as the tops of eaves and gables.
All stonework repairs should be carried out by an experienced stonemason who understands the
significance and value of this structure. He or she will have an excellent working knowledge of lime
mortar, which will be exclusively used for repairs.
Ordinary Portland Cement (OPC) will not be used during conservation repairs. Cement is unsuitable
for a number of reasons. Firstly, the construction was carried out with lime mortar; therefore, any
repairs should be faithful to the original fabric. Secondly, cement is too dense and does not allow
masonry to ‘breathe’. Should water ingress into the core of the wall or into porous stonework, it will
not be readily able to evaporate. This can result in a migration of salts and the spalling of stonework.
The use of cement can speed up the deterioration process of an historic masonry structure.
Re-pointing should be carried out only in those vulnerable areas that require attention. The localised
areas, which are found at the tops of elevations and gables, at the church’s corners and around
openings, should be cleaned manually to remove any mosses or grasses. Defective lime mortar that
is loose or powdery should be raked out, but in areas where historic lime mortar is sound, it should
be retained in situ, as it is part of the archaeological fabric.
Prior to re-pointing, joints should be properly cleaned to ensure that any newly applied pointing will
last well. All plant growth should be removed from the joints in question, and the stonework should
be well dampened. Where the removal of established vegetation from a section of wall is necessary,
it should be carried out with great caution. It is important that the removal of mature vegetation
does not cause the destabilisation of stonework. As such, the removal of mature plants should be
carried out in conjunction with the planned stonework repairs.
The contractor must be aware that the preparation and application of lime mortar should only be
carried out during appropriate weather conditions. Lime mortar will fail if re-pointing is carried out
during very cold weather. Furthermore, as lime sets slowly, the stonework must not be allowed to
dry out too quickly, which could happen during hot weather.
New lime mortar should be correctly specified and be fit for purpose. A sample of the original mortar
should be shown to the lime supplier to ensure the aggregates and binder of the new mortar
carefully replicates the original. The choice of mortar mix must be suitable for conservation repairs
in a moderately exposed setting. An example of an appropriate mix for such work is: 1part nonhydraulic lime: 3parts sand plus 10% pozzolanic material.
Lime is caustic and can cause serious burning or irritation when in contact with skin, eyes or mucous
membranes. With regard to health and safety, adequate protective clothing including gloves, boots
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and goggles should be worn by the contractor. Fresh water should be used to irrigate any affected
areas. If irritation persists, medical attention should be sought immediately.

Figure 9: View of northwest corner of church

Figure 10: View of the southern elevation of the church

Figure 11: Lime mortar repairs to the inner face of the northern side elevation
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Figure 12: Structural crack to south-facing side of southern elevation

Figure 13: Interior of nave, looking west

Figure 14: Northern side elevation
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Figure 15: View of moss-covered rubble embankment running alongside the southern side elevation of the church.
Modern gravemarker with kerbstones and chippings to foreground
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4.3 Condition Assessment and Conservation of Gravemarkers
The few surviving historic gravemarkers are significant features of this site. They are historical
memorials that document the names and dates of previous generations. They are also items of
architectural, archaeological and artistic interest. As such, it is important to look after them and
ensure that any ground work carried out at St Mogue’s will be sensitive to their fabric.
Although the stone memorials are naturally deteriorating due to weathering, it is vital that we do
not compound this process with by our actions. Abrasive cleaning techniques such as rubbing,
brushing or grit blasting should be avoided as these would result in the loss of surface stonework.
No attempt to highlight the inscriptions should be made. Whilst they may be difficult to read, the
highlighting of text with paint, chalk or other substances should be avoided, as in doing so, the
sensitive character of the memorial would be impacted upon. It is advised that fallen or leaning
memorials should not be re-erected or repositioned, unless there is a health and safety requirement.

Figure 16 & 17: Inscribed historic headstones
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4.4 Graveyard Conservation and Maintenance
The key objective to the conservation and maintenance is to preserve the integrity, character and
biodiversity of the site. Prior to undertaking any work within the graveyard, the custodians should
understand that this is a place of archaeological, historical, architectural, social, cultural and natural
significance. Therefore, maintenance and repairs should be carefully considered and should not have
a negative impact on the site’s special character. Only those works that are absolutely necessary to
promote safe access or stabilise dangerous features should be considered.
The entire site is accessible and in general, is in a safe condition. Little intervention is required within
the graveyard other than maintenance to prevent the re-growth of thick vegetation. This work
should be done with hand tools a number of times a year, but chemical sprays should not be used to
eradicate vegetation as they can harm the flora and fauna of the site.
While it can be tempting to level the ground to facilitate the cutting of grass with a petrol mower,
this should be avoided. The uneven ground is a result of centuries of burials, many of which are
unmarked by a headstone. The undulating ground gives character to the site and this aspect of the
graveyard should be respected.
The rubble mounds that are banked against the outer faces of the church’s walls and along the
shoreline are likely the result of the large-scale clean up conducted in 1938. The moss-covered
mounds should be retained and not removed from the site, unless it was part of a licensed
archaeological excavation. It is likely that some architectural fabric such as moulded stonework and
burial markers is amassed within these mounds of stone. As such it is important that stone is not
taken off the island for any reason.

4.5 Quern Stones and Architectural Stone
In addition to the stone walls of the ruined church and historic gravemarkers, a number of
miscellaneous archaeological artefacts can be seen on the island. There are a number of quern
stones or fragments which are said to date from the late 15th century/early 16th century. The rotary
querns were used by inhabitants of the island to grind cereal into flour for the production of bread.
The artefacts are of archaeological significance as they are physical evidence of the people who lived
and sustained themselves on the island over the centuries.
There are also two fragments of carved architectural stone within the church’s nave, although more
of this fabric could likely be buried within the mounds of rubble that are banked against the church,
along the shoreline, or indeed below the ground. These artefacts and any similar stones uncovered
at a future date should be retained on the island.
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Figure 18: Carved architectural stone lying within the church’s nave.
The stone fragments may have been part of a window surround

Figure 19: Broken quern stone now found within the church building

Figure 20: Two pieces of a quern stone
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Figure 21: Half of a quern stone found lying close to the island’s jetty

4.6 Biodiversity
The rich flora and fauna of the graveyard setting contributes immensely to the health and natural
beauty of the site. Any conservation or maintenance works should be respectful of the site’s
biodiversity. The cutting back or spraying of vegetation should be avoided between March 1st and
August 31st to limit potential impact on nesting birds. It should be borne in mind that the removal of
roosting bats is illegal and that expert advice should be sought in the event of bats being found at St
Mogue’s.

4.7 Permission to Carry Out Works
St. Mogue’s Island is protected under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004. The two listings
entered under the Record of Monuments and Places are:
CV013-049001-Church
CV013-049002- Graveyard
Under the legislation, two months’ notice in writing must be given to the Minister of Arts, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht of any proposed works at or in relation to the monument. Any breach of these
requirements is an offence.

4.8 Preparing for Works and Engaging a Contractor
•

It is essential that the contractor employed to make the necessary repairs at St. Mogue’s
Island is suitably skilled. The skills required to undertake the sensitive repair of historic
structures is very different to those required for modern construction. Please ensure that
they have a working understanding of lime mortar. Please ensure that the craftspeople
working on this project have read this report and understand the importance of this site and
best conservation practice.

•

To prevent damage to below-ground archaeology, heavy machinery should not be brought
onto the site.
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•

Undulating ground should not be levelled. When erecting scaffolding, the ground should not
be disturbed. No part of the scaffolding should touch the ruinous church structure and
bracing members should pass through existing openings in the walls.
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Section 5
Management Plan
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5.1 Management Plan
It is vital that an ongoing maintenance programme for St. Mogue’s Island be put in place. Such a
programme will prevent further deterioration of archaeological remains and extant burial markers
and will ensure that vegetation such as ivy or saplings does not take hold again. Routine inspections
throughout the seasons by committee members will mitigate the necessity for extensive repairs in
the future.
1. Grass cutting. The custodians must arrange for grass to be cut as required during the
summer months. As is understandable within historic graveyards of this nature, the ground
is uneven in many areas making the use of push mower difficult. Where this is the case, a
scythe or motorised handheld strimmer could be substituted. It is recommended that when
using a strimmer careful attention should be paid around the base of headstones and the
church walls to ensure that no damage is caused.
2. The walls of the church ruin should be inspected at the beginning of the summer (May) for
new vegetation growth. New vegetation can be easily removed before roots systems
become established. Ivy is a perennial plant and will return. If left unchecked it can cause
displacement of masonry which can result in safety problems for visitors to the graveyard.
3. Following the proposed conservation works to the ruined church building, it is essential that
thorough inspections of the masonry structures are undertaken every five years.
4. Rubble stone. Following an extensive clear up in the 1930s, a large amount of rubble was
banked against the church and was cleared to the island’s perimeter. This stone should be
left in situ.
5. The surviving historical gravemarkers are of archaeological, historical and genealogical
importance. As well as being artefacts, they are primary sources of information which record
important genealogical data about the local community. The stone gravemarkers should be
monitored for any deterioration. The gravemarkers should not be cleaned using abrasive or
chemical means.
6. The gravemarker inscriptions should be recorded and archived. The graveyard plan included
within this report can be reproduced and used to assist in the recording process.
7. Control of vegetation growth in the graveyard. Deep rooting trees and plants must not be
allowed to become established in the graveyard. Roots can be very disruptive to
gravemarkers and structural walls. Saplings should be pulled in spring/early summer before
root systems become established.
8. Annual clean-up of the graveyard. A general clean-up of litter and debris should be carried
out yearly, as is the case at present. In an event of the dumping of domestic rubbish the
Litter Warden and the Environmental Section of Cavan County Council should be notified.
9. The rich flora and fauna of the graveyard setting contributes immensely to the health and
natural beauty of the site. Any conservation or maintenance works should be respectful of
the site’s biodiversity. The cutting back or spraying of vegetation should be avoided between
March 1st and August 31st to limit potential impact on nesting birds. It should be borne in
mind that the removal of roosting bats is illegal and that expert advice should be sought in
the event of bats being found at St Mogue’s.
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10. Guidelines for the erection of any new gravemarkers should be agreed upon and published.
To respect the historical character of the burial ground, it is recommended that headstones
erected from this point forward should be plain in design. The installation of kerbstones and
chippings on grave plots should be avoided.
11. Inspection and repairs to the landing place. The modern jetty should be inspected annually
and any deterioration should be dealt with promptly.
12. The interpretive boards mounted on boathouse wall provide detailed information on the
history and heritage of St Mogue’s Island. They are an invaluable tool for the recording and
dissemination of information about the island. The boards should be maintained and if
damaged, broken or vandalised, repairs should be carried out promptly.
13. Templeport Development Association has done an excellent job in promoting the heritage of
the island and wider locality on its website www.templeport.ie and through the publication
of a book in 2011 entitled ‘Templeport’. It is important to continue to raise awareness of St
Mogue’s Island as a place of interest in Cavan, and in particular, to encourage genealogical
tourists to the site. An action plan to this end should be written and followed.
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Section 6
Tourism

35

Conservation and Management Plan
St Mogue’s Island
2013

6.1 Tourism Potential of St. Mogue’s Island
Cemetery tourism and genealogical tourism are recognised as being important growth areas in the
tourism sector in Ireland. The Gathering 2013 website estimates that there are 70 million people
worldwide who claim Irish ancestry, making the potential for genealogical tourism in Ireland very
significant. The Irish Government has recognised this potential by establishing the website
www.irishgenealogy.ie and has committed to digitising the wealth of genealogical data held in the
national repositories.
Genealogical tourism peaked in 2000 as 116,000 genealogical tourists travelled to Ireland. In 2010,
an estimated 88,000 tourists engaged in tracing roots in Ireland. A broader group of tourists
identified by Failte Ireland is the sightseer and culture seeker (S&CS). This group of people want to
engage with Ireland’s culture and are interested in visiting places of historical interest. According to
Failte Ireland, three million cultural visitors spent nearly 1.7 billion Euros in Ireland in 2010.
In the search for their roots, genealogical tourists visit archives, museums and libraries as well as
specific places associated with their ancestors. A well presented historic graveyard such as St
Mogue’s Island can play an important part in welcoming and encouraging genealogical tourists to
County Cavan.
Templeport Development Association is keen to tap into this growth area in tourism and promote St
Mogue’s Island as a place of interest within County Cavan. Following the ‘Survey of Graveyards in
County Cavan’ undertaken in by AR&R in 2010, St. Mogue’s Island was identified as a site that would
benefit from a Conservation Plan and be suitable as a place of interest for visitors to County Cavan
for the following reasons:
• The site is located on a picturesque island on one of Cavan’s numerous lakes and can offer a
unique cultural experience to tourists and visitors.
•

The island has a rich natural and archaeological heritage as well as an interesting history.

•

The graveyard has a collection of historic headstones, a ruinous church building and
miscellaneous artefacts including quern stones.

•

There is an organised and active group of local people, Templeport Development
Association, who are already committed to promoting St Mogue’s Island.

•

St Mogue’s Island is an underutilised tourism amenity in County Cavan.

It is recommended that a number of actions are implemented to further promote the site as a place
of interest in County Cavan:
• Interpretative panels have been erected at the boathouse on the northern shore of
Templeport Lake. Interpretative boards are an effective way of delivering information about
a site, which does not have a staffed visitor centre. Panels not only help to make a visit
more informative and interesting, they also demonstrate community pride in local heritage
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and indicate that a site is maintained and monitored. If the custodians wish to erect further
boards on the island itself, it important to select the most appropriate style of panel.
There are many different styles of interpretative boards including upright panels and
pedestal panels. A pedestal panel may be more appropriate on St Mogue’s Island than an
upright panel, which would be visually intrusive. It should be noted that the erection of a
pedestal panel would require the installation of a concrete base and therefore could not be
located close to potential burial plots within the graveyard. It would be more appropriate to
locate such a panel near to the island’s jetty.
Information panels should be easy to read with interesting information and graphics to
engage the visitor. They should be creative and not overload the reader with information.
•

Foreign tourists tend to research and plan their visit to Ireland using guide books and the
internet before leaving home. It is important that St. Mogue’s Island has a presence on the
tourism websites and genealogical websites relevant for County Cavan. The Templeport
Development Association website should be promoted to tourism bodies and genealogical
centres. By promoting the site to the Cavan Genealogy Centre, visitors and researchers
could be directed to St. Mogue’s Island as a good example of an historic graveyard in Cavan
and an interesting place to visit.

•

A network of historic graveyards in County Cavan should be created and promoted. A
graveyard trail would link similar sites, raise awareness and encourage tourists to visit the
historic burial grounds. This would serve to promote historic graveyards and to draw tourists
away from the main towns of the county and out into the countryside. Failte Ireland reports
that tourists to Ireland want an authentic experience and enjoy meeting Irish people.

•

A travel app should be developed for a network of historic graveyards in Cavan.

•

Continue to promote the island as part of the local heritage including the Bawnboy
Workhouse and burial ground, which is currently being restored.

•

Promote the unique site to the National Monuments Service of the Department of Arts,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht and suggest that St Mogue’s Island be profiled on the website as
a Monument of the Month.

•

The custodians should consult Failte Ireland website for information and statistics regarding
tourism in Ireland. Please also visit www.irelandxo.com and www.irishgenealogy.ie
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