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Local Authority Waters Programme 
Responding to Covid-мф wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΧΦ 

9ƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΧ



General Information
Å Only the presentations will be recorded (for training purposes)

Å Questions from attendees will not be recorded  
Å Please submit your question using the chat feature. These will be posed to the speakers 

during the Q&A.  

Please mute your 
microphone throughout 

the meeting



Format of the Meeting 

ÅIntroduction

ÅPart 1: Overview of LAWPRO
ïFocus on Communities Team

ïBen Malone, Community Water Officer

ÅPart 2: Catchment Assessment
ïFocus on TempleportLake Stream Priority Area for Action

ïAileen Owens, Catchment Scientist

ÅPart 3: Questions & Answers / Discussion
ïChairing Q&A session, Gary O'Connell, Acting Catchment Manager

ÅClose at 8:30pm

ϝϝaȅ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ōƛǎŎǳƛǘǎΧ



TempleportLake Stream 
Priority Area for Action



Å TempleportςTeampallan 
Phoirtςά/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘ 
or Bank of the Landing-
tƭŀŎŜέ

Å BunerkyLough ςLoch Bun 
Adhaircςά¢ƘŜ [ŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
.ǳǘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǊƴέΦ !ƭǎƻ had 
an older name Moaneesk-
Móin Naosgachςά¢ƘŜ .ƻƎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƴƛǇŜέ

TempleportLake Stream 
Priority Area for Action











How is it valued or used today?

Å Angling
Å Recreation
Å Drinking water
ÅΧΦŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΚ 

Templeport Lake Stream 
Priority Area for Action



ÅWhat is the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) 

Å[!²twhΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ

ÅLocal community efforts ςengaging with our local waterbodies



What we do

Communities Team
13 Community Water Officers
3 Regional Coordinators

KEY ROLE: 
Community engagementς
encouraging communities to value 
water in their catchment and to 
participate in actions to protect 
water

Catchment Team
30 Catchment Scientists
5 Catchment Managers & 1 
Team Leader

KEY ROLE: 
Scientific assessments ς
identify the right measure in the right 

place to help improve water quality

Head office
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A bottom-up approach

ÅProviding information on water quality

ÅRaising awarenessof local water issues 

ÅCommunityengagement and support

ÅPromoting greater public participation around water

ÅHelping Rivers Trusts and Catchment Partnerships 

ÅWorking together for common goals

ÅLocal authorities, public bodies, stakeholders and 
communities 

Because good water quality benefits everybody!

Forestry

Agriculture

Water 
abstraction

DwellingsUrban 
run-off

Waste 
Water

A Water Catchment
Where we live, work and play 

We all live in a catchment
and what we do impacts
the streams, rivers,  
lakes and other water-
ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΧ



Priority Areas for 
!Ŏǘƛƻƴ όt!!Ωǎύ

Åмфл t!!Ωǎ selected for 
Local Catchment 
Assessment

ÅBuilt on EPAevidence

ÅAll 31 Local Authorities 
involved  

ÅRelevant public 
agenciesinvolved



.ǳǘΧ

scienceon its own will not 
ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΧ

We need to work with 

local people 
and learn from 

local knowledge!



Opportunity to Work with The
²ŀǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΧΦ

Waters & 
Communities

Funding 
Advice

Facilitate 
contact with 

Local 
!ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ

Help 
establish 

River 
Catchment 

Groups

Technical 
Guidance

The Waters and 
Communities Office will 
support local communities 
to manage our local 
waterbodies by 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎΧΦ



ÅDraft River Basin Management 
Plan Public consultation 2017.

Å124public meetings nationally.

Å6 public meetings in Galway in 
2017. 

ÅResulted in 956public 
submissions nationally via 
Waters & Communities Office. 

Public Consultation



ÅSubmissionscollated& sentto DHPLG

ÅA Report on submissionswas emailed to participants and is
availableat www.watersandcommunities.ie

ÅRBMP published in 2018
available at https://www.housing.gov.ie/

Outcomes from consultations on RBMP

The submissions made a difference and 
influenced the final plan.

http://www.watersandcommunities.ie/
https://www.housing.gov.ie/


River Basin Management Plan 2018 ς2021 
Positive Things Happening!

Å Specialfocuson HighStatusWaters

Å Extension of the Local Authority-led
Domestic Waste Water Treatment
Systems(SepticGrant)grantscheme

Å New Agricultural SustainabilitySupport
and AdvisoryProgramme (ASSAP)with
30SustainabilityAdvisers

Å CommunityWaterDevelopmentFundfor
Communities

Å LA Waters Programme and its
collaborativeapproach



New Septic Tank Grant 



The Next Round of Consultations

Public Consultation on the Significant Water 
Management Issues in Ireland 

ÅClosed 7th August 2020
ÅFurther information at https://www.housing.gov.ie/

Public Consultation on third cycle River Basin 
Management Plan for Ireland 2022 ς2027

Å Beginning early 2021
Å More people, more voices, more action

We encourage individuals and communities 
to get involved and have a say! 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/


Community At Work



Å The Community Water Development Fund is supporting community
initiativesto improveandprotect waterqualitythroughlocalaction

Å 143applicationsreceivednationallyfor 2020fund

Å Totalvalueof grantsoffered =ϵ230,000

Å Openagaintowardsthe endof 2020for 2021

Working with Communities: 
Funding Support

2018 2019 2020
Grange & District Residents Association Killydoon Area Development Association West Cavan Bogs Association

Ballyhoe Development LaveyStrand Development Association Mullagh Sports Partnership

Clones Development Association Clones Development Society Dundalk Salmon Anglers Association

Glaslough TidyTowns MagheraclooneGroup Water Scheme Clones Development Association

Emy and District Anglers/Emyvale TidyTowns River Blackwater Catchment Trust Doohamlet District Community Development Association

River Blackwater Catchment Trust 

Community Water Development Fund Applications ςCavan, Monaghan & Louth



What Type of Projects are Communities 
Undertaking?

Education/Awareness

Community Water Development Fund 2020







Tidy Towns Waters & Communities Award 
2020 suspended but looking forward to 

2021

29



How will you get

involved?



Aileen Owens, Catchment Scientist

Local Authority Waters Programme



What is a Priority Area for 
Action (PAA)?

EU Water Framework Directive (WFD)

Å River Basin Management Plan (2018-2021)

Å 190 areas chosen (726 waterbodies)

Å Ψ!ǘ wƛǎƪΩ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 

Å These were chosen through characterisation 
workshops held in 2016

Å Selected based on data and knowledge from 
various agencies e.gEPA, IFI, Local Authorities 
plus many more

Å Adopting a collaborative approach to water 
management



Presentation Outline

ÅWhoare we?

ÅWhereare we going?

ÅWhy are we here?

ÅWhat will we be doing?

ÅWhenwill we be doing it?



Who are we?

Å Local Authorities Waters Programme is a 
shared service established as an additional 
resource under this cycle of the River Basin 
Management Plan

Å Programme is led by Tipperary and Kilkenny 
Co. Co. 

Å Catchment Assessment Team consist of 35 
scientists based in 5 different regional 
teams

Å Border regional team (Donegal, Cavan, 
Monaghan, Louth, Sligo & Leitrim)

Å LAWPRO works on behalf of all the 31 Local 
Authorities 



Agricultural Sustainability Support 
and Advisory Programme 

Å Lead by Teagasc
Å Supported by 

ï DAFM 
ï DHLGH
ï Dairy Sustainability Ireland

Å The advisors will work on a one to one 
basis with farmers who live in the PAA

Å LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
offering advice on agricultural practices 
to water quality 

ASSAP advisor : 
Å Domhnall Kennedy, Teagasc
Å Niall Mc Loughlin, Lakelands
Å 9ƳƳŀ hΩDǊŀŘȅΣ Dƭŀƴōƛŀ



Where will we 
be working? от t!!Ωǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Border Region



Where will we be 
working in Cavan?

Templeport 
Lake Stream 

priority area for 
action


